
 

 

 
 

 
 



Research shows that reading and being in a reading rich environment has multiple benefits for 

children.  Not only does it improve academic performance but it has also been shown to help 

develop empathy, vocabulary and reduce stress.   

Reading opens the door to all learning.  A child who reads a lot will become a good reader and in 

turn will become a good learner. 

 

Learning to read 

It is crucial for children to develop a life-long love of reading.  Reading consists of two 

dimensions language comprehension and word reading.  Language comprehension (necessary for 

both reading and writing) starts from birth.  It only develops when adults talk with children 

about the world around them and the books (stories and non-fiction) they read with them, and 

enjoy rhymes, poems and songs together.  Skilled word reading, taught later, involves both the 

speedy working out of the pronunciation of unfamiliar printed words (decoding) and the speedy 

recognition of familiar printed words. (Statutory framework for the early years foundation 

stage September 2021) 

 

Reading with your child 

 Practise the phonemes in your child’s phoneme book every night.  Help your child to say 

the pure sound. For pronunciations visit 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/  

 Once your child has been given a book with words begin with practising the phonemes 

(sounds) at the beginning of the book. 

 Practise oral blending of the words together in the front cover of the book together e.g. 

c-a-t cat. 

 Read and practise the tricky words in the front cover of the book. 

 Discuss the meaning of words in the front cover of the book. 

 Begin reading the book together modelling blending the word e.g. say c-a-t cat then ask 

your child to join in. 

 Remind your child to track their reading using their phonic finger. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Tips for developing early reading strategies 

 

 Read together and enjoy sharing a variety of books.  Repeat favourites and encourage 

your child to join in. 

 Locate initial phonemes e.g. Sam had a pig. 

 Repeat with final and middle phonemes. 

 Blend words with Phase 2 phonemes.  Choose 2 or 3 sounds that can make a 2 or 3 sound 

word and write on 2/3 pieces of paper.  Say the phonemes (sounds) with your child, 

practising saying them with speed.  Repeat.   Put the sounds together to form the words.  

Say the word e.g. the word is s-a-t sat.  Point to each grapheme (letter) as you say it.  

Ask your child to point to each grapheme and say the sound.  Repeat giving your child 

plenty of encouragement and praise. 

    

 

 

example words: 

 at     sat    mum 

in     pin    dad 

on    mat  rock 

go    net   leg 

 up    dog   sock 

 



 Blend words with Phase 3 phonemes repeating the activities above. 

 

             
 

 

 

 Practise recognition by sight of tricky words. 

 

 

 

 

example words:  

    jet         hair     bear  

     wag     clap     ring 

    yet       light    book  

  sheep   chat    boot 

   cow     train     chair 



Sharing books and Library books 

 

 Your child will bring home a sharing and library book every week.  These are 

books that are to be shared with and read to/with your child to help develop 

their engagement with and enjoyment of reading.   

 Please remember that you shouldn’t expect your child to read this alone. Read it 

to or with them. Discuss the pictures, enjoy the story, predict what might 

happen next, use different voices for the characters, explore the facts in a non-

fiction book. The main thing is that you have fun! 

 Introduce the book by asking some questions: 

- What can we see on the cover? 

- What do you think it might be about? How do you know? 

- Who do you think the characters are? 

- What kind of characters do you think they are? E.g. funny, kind, 

scary.  Why do you think that? 

- Where is the story happening? 

 Introduce and discuss any new vocabulary with your child. 

 Encourage your child to join in any repetitive parts of the text. 

 

Reading at Trumps Green 

 Your children will move through Phase 2 to Phase 3. 

 Once your child is ready they will be given their tricky words to practise at 

home.  

 We will assess your child’s phonic knowledge every half term. 

 Your child’s reading book will only contain phonemes that they know. 

 Your child will bring home one book each week that they can read with 95% 

fluency please repeat the reading of these books on a daily basis as it will 

develop their reading automaticity. 

 

Reading practice book 

 This book has been carefully matched to your child’s current reading level. If 

your child is reading it with little help, please don’t worry that it’s too easy – 

your child needs to develop fluency and confidence in reading. 

 Listen to them read the book. Remember to give them lots of praise – celebrate 

their success! If they can’t read a word, read it to them. After they have 

finished, talk about the book together. 

 

 



Early Years Foundation Stage Reading curriculum  

 

 

 



 

 
The above is taken from Development Matters;  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/development-matters--2 


